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:a Message From Our Pastor

Beloved Parishioners and Friends of St. Maren,

Grace and love to you with the hope that you are
well. Congratulations to the Maronite Church on the election
of our 77th Maronite Patriarch His Beatitude Bechara Peter
Raii.

The meaning of his name describes who he is. Be-
charg, means “good news” and Al Raii means “the shep-
herd.” May he bring us with him the Good News of the
Good Shepherd. We ask the Holy Spirit to empower him
with wisdom and faith as he guides the church as well as
assists Lebanon and the Middle East to come out of all its
turmoil. No doubt he will be a “new hope for Lebanon,”
and will make a huge difference. Please, keep him in your
prayers.

On our recent Pilgrimage to Rome for the unveiling
of the statue of St. Maron at the Basilica of St. Peter, we
were very blessed to be with our Holy Father Pope Benedict
XVI, our former Patriarch Nessrallah Peter Steir and many
other religious and civil leaders. It was an awesome moment
to visit the church of Saint Maron in Valperino. We were all
blessed to be a part of this milestone in our church.

| want to invite each and everyone of you to intensi-

fy your prayer life and your connection with God our Savior.
The Divine Liturgy is the best way for us to be one with God

and each other. Come to the Divine Liturgies, Benedictions,
and other events that we have in the community. We need
each other my friends and we need to be able to build a

community that reflects God’s goodness and love.

| look forward to seeing you for the events of Holy
week from Hosanna to Easter Sunday with your family and
loved ones.

As we approach the end of the month | take an early
opportunity to wish you a Blessed Easter and Glorious Resur-
rection Of Christ and for yourself. Please join us as we cele-
brate this Mystery of our salvation!

If | can be of any help please feel free to contact
me at any time.

Wishing you God's choicest blessing, | remain

Alleluia
The Lord is risen!

Devotedly yours,

Msgr. sharbel Maroun

Holy Week Schedule

Taste of Lebanon Dinner

April 17-24, 2011

Our Schedule for the Holy Week will be as follows:

e Hosanna Sunday, April 17 at 9:00om & 11:00am-Liturgy
with Procassion of Palms

*  Monday-Tuesday, April 18-19 at 7:00pm: Coming to the
Harbor

e  Wednesday, April 20 at 7:00pm-Rite of the Lamp

e Holy Thursday, April 21 at 7:15pm Divine Liturgy & Wash-
ing of the Feet

e  Great Friday, April 22 at 10:00am-Liturgy of the Signing

of the Chalice and 7:1 5pm-Rite of Burial and Adoration of
our Lord (Please bring fresh flowers)

e Holy Saturday, April 23 at 10:00am-Rite of Forgiveness &
10:00pm-Liturgy of the Resurrection of our Lord

e Easter Sunday, April 24 at 9:00am & 11:00am Liturgies of
the Resurrection

Our parish is having its Annual

Taste of Lebanon Dinner on Sunday, May 1st
serving authentic Lebanese dinner from 11:30am
to 5:30pm.

Please join us for this event.

Tickets are available after the weekend Liturgies,
in the parish office, or online at
www.stmaron.com.

Come join us with at least one friend.

Thank you in advance for your support in this
very worthy event.




St. Maron Maronite Church

Altar Society Club Award

The Altar Society and St. Anne’s Club

has nominated

Mrs. Pat Anton
as the recipient for the Club award for this year.

Pat has been a long committed and dedicated
member of this club and has made much differ-

ence with her kindness work.

We pray that the Lord God may reward her with
health and peace.
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Community

** The Lebanon American Club is offering a scholarship
to a high school student. Application can be found in our
lobby .

Due date is April 15

**Holy Name Societies of NE Minneapolis: Breakfast on
Sunday. April 3 from 8-noon at Kolbe Hall on 1630 4th
Street NE.

For more info please call 612-379-2324.

** All Saints Church: Spring Luncheon/Festival— Sotur-

day. April 16 — Lunch 12:30pm. Silent Auction. En:er-

tainment. & Raffles. Please contact Paul for more int
763-571-0811.

'

*#* St. Charles Borromeo Church: 16th Annual Cana Din-
ner on Saturday. April 9. Theme “The Key to Love is a
Broken Heart™. Please call the parish otfice for more info

at6i2-731-6529.
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Altar Society New officers

We congratulate the newly elected officers of
the Altar Society and St. Anne’s Club.

Carla Bedros-Vice President
Susan Thomas-Treasurer
Barbara Saba-Secretary

Elizabeth Nasser-will become the President after

Amira Farah this coming September.

God bless you all!

Deepest Sympathy

Qur condolences and deepest sympathy go out to our sister
Claudia Landgrauf on the death of her beloved father Clyde
Bruneau who died at the age of 100.

* We also offer our deepest sympathy to our sister Youmna
Can on the death of herr beloved father Abouna Antonous
Bschara who passed away at the age of 90 in Syria recently

May the Lord God grant rest and peace to his servants Clyde
and Abouna Bechara and patience and peace to their families

Alleluia
New life
We rejoice with Mr. and Mrs. Roger and Monica Samarani on

the birth of their daughter Laura.

May the Lord God bless her and give her a long happy and
healthy life.



St. Maron Maronite Church

Upcoming Events
MYA Meeting
Sunday, April 3rd at 12:00 Noon
Men’'s Club Meeting
Monday, April 4th at 7:00pm
St. Anne's Club Meeting
Wednesday, April 6th at 7:00pm
MYO Meeting
Saturday, April 9th at 11:00am
St. Rafka Club Meeting
Wednesday, April 13th at 7:00pm
Taste of Lebanon
Sunday, May 1st, 2011
1st Communion
Sunday, May 8th, 2011
Parish Festival
September 24th-25th, 2011
Annual Bake Sale
November 12th & 13th, 2011

Please reserve these important dates.
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Learn a Prayer

The Memorare
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that anyone who fled to your
protection, implored your help, or sought your
intercession was left unaided.

Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto you, O Virgin of
virgins, my mother; to you do | come, before you |
stand, sinful and sorrowful.

O Mother of the Word Incamate, despise not my
petitions, but in your mercy hear and answer me. Amen
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Thanks for 1600°'th Prayer

Special thanks to all those who participated in the 1600
minutes of prayer and mediation in thanksgiving for the Jubilee
of St. Maron that took place on March 1st and 2nd. Special
- thanks to Elena El-Khoury who arranged the schedule.

May God bless you all and grant you peace and health.

WASHING OF THE FEET

We need twelve young adult men that Father will have the
honor of washing their feet during the ceremony of the last
supper that will take place on Thursday, April 22st at 7:15pm.

If you would like to be one of the twelve apostles, please con-
tact Subdeacon James Farhat or the parish office or submit
your name.

Scripture Readings

Sunday, April 3:

1Tim 5:24-6:5 and Mk 2:1-12
Sunday, April 10:

2Cor 10:1-7 and Mk 10:46-52
Sunday, April 17:

Phil 1:1-13 and Jn 12:12-22
Sunday, April 24:

Phil 2:1-11 and Mt 28:1-10

You are encouraged to read the
Holy Scriptures in advance.
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Cliriet o Risen, Fe o Truty Bisenll!

At thie modt glorious time of the yean, Uhe Uime of rejoicing, happiness and Driumph,
we extend, T all of you oun warmedt fratewnal love. asking the Risen Lord who
destroyed i aud dealh ts grant you peace and joy and ts incneace youn faith so that
you may bnow Him better and experience the frower of Fis Beoumection.

Our deepest thanks 1o you for your bindiess and loyalty toward youn spinitual home
of Saint Wanow. May own Riven (hniot and Fis mother Uese you with the happicst
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New Patriarch Bechara Peter Raii
On March 15, 2011 the Maronite bishops gathering in Lebanon elected our new Maronite Patriarch
His Beatitude Bechara Peter Raii as the 77" Maronite Patriarch.

Patriarch Raii was born on February 25, 1940 in Hemlaya, Lebanon.
At 13 he entered the monastery of the Mariamite order. He graduated
in 1962 from the Lateran University in Rome. In 1975 he obtained a

Doctorate in ecclesiastical and civil Rights from the Roman Rota Tribunal. He
was ordained a priest in September of 1967.

1967-1975: He was the Director of the Arabic department at the Vatican Radio in Rome. 1975-
1984: He became the President of the Louaize College and then the Dean of the Notre Dame Univer-
sity in Lebanon. 1977-1986: He served as a judge and President of the Maronite Court Appeal. In
the 80's he served the two Maronite parishes in Dbayee and Zouk Mousbeh. In 1977 he became a
Professor of law at Saint Joseph University in Beirut.

On March 25-1986: He was ordained a Bishop in Bkerke and then was appointed the bishop of the
Diocese of Byblos. In 1996 he was entrusted with the Special Synod for Lebanon. 2010: He became
the Chairman of the Episcopal Commission on Media. 2011: He became a member of the Pontifical
Roman Commission for social Communications. For over 15 years he served as the vice-chairman of
the Board of Telelumiere. On March 25, 2011 He was enthroned as the 77* Patriarch of the Maro-
nite Church.

Patriarch Rai is much known for his courage to speak the truth with conviction. He has the profile of a
humble monk who is intelligent, wise and faithful to the Church. He has many educational credentials in
the church and a very moderate and just voice in the civic and religious media.

He is a very qualified person from the spiritual standpoint. He has been one of the pillars of the
church in Lebanon and is opened to all the communities. For sure he is one of the most known Maronite
bishops worldwide. Thank God for Telelumiere/Noursat that has made his face so familiar and
helped spread his message and echoed his preaching worldwide.

He can be called the Patriarch for Lebanon. He has been defending its identity very strongly and
calling all leaders in Lebanon and the Middle East to respect their people and tfo treat them with jus-
tice and dignity. He is a man who believes in dialogue as the way to resolve all disagreements. Our
Maronite Church is indeed blessed to have this new Patriarch, his Beatitude Bechara Peter Raii.

Let us hope that he will be the great bridge that Christ will use to bring unity to the country and glory
to the name of God in the Middle East and beyond.

Yes, the Glory of Lebanon has been given unto him, and our hope is that this Patriarch will bring Leb-
anon to glory through the grace of God.

Congratulations to the Maronite Church and to all the Christians of Lebanon and the Middle Eas!
and beyond. Long Live our new Patriarch!
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